
Seeds to Plate Language Arts Grade 8 

Argument Writing: Monarch 
Butterflies 

Overview:  
Following the previous lesson, “Reading 
Analytically about Monarch Butterflies,” 
students will write a persuasive argument 
about the need to protect their natural habitat 
and address climate change. 

Objectives: 
At the end of the lesson, students will be able 
to:  

Articulate, in writing, why Monarch 
Butterflies are important to California’s 
ecosystem. 
Create a persuasive argument that 
address the need to protect Monarch 
Butterflies habitat and migration 
patterns. 
Understand how to effect change on 
environmental issues. 

Vocabulary: 
persuasion 
thesis 
argument 

fact 
opinion 
supporting 
evidence  

Learning Activities: 
1. Warm-Up (5 min.) 

A. Ask students to recall why monarch butterflies are important to 
California’s ecosystem. 

B. Ask students to recall the four reasons for California’s declining butterfly 
population listed on Handout 1: “Western Monarchs Fact Sheet.” 

2. Activity: Writing Persuasively about Monarch Butterflies (35 min.) 
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Materials: 
Handout 1: “Western 
Monarchs Fact Sheet” 
from the previous lesson 
Completed Handout 2: 
“Monarch Butterflies 
Worksheet” from the 
previous lesson 
Handout 3: “Monarch 
Butterflies Graphic 
Organizer 

On the Board: 
Vocabulary 
Student Reflection 
Questions 

Suggested Snack: 
Serve another seasonal 
salad, using different 
ingredients than the last 
class. 
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A. Assign students the task of writing a letter to their local congress person to 
persuade them to take action on saving California’s monarch butterfly 
population.  Students should use the article and their completed 
worksheet from the previous lesson. 

B. Review the major elements of persuasive writing. Use the vocabulary 
words written on the board: 
- Persuasion: the act of influencing someone to believe or consider a 

certain point of view 
- thesis/argument: the central topic of a piece of writing; a proposition 

stated or put forward for consideration, especially one to be discussed 
and proved or to be maintained against objections 

- Supporting evidence: facts or statistics that support the main idea 
- Discuss the difference between facts and opinions and have students 

give examples 
- Fact: something that is proven to be true 
- Opinion: someone’s personal belief or viewpoint 

C. Distribute the Handout: Persuasive Writing Graphic Organizer.  Have 
students fill this out before the begin writing. 

D. If students are up for a challenge, tell them they can write their letter 
about a different environmental issue that they are passionate about.   

3. Snack: Serve another seasonal salad, using different ingredients than the last 
class and reiterating the environmental benefits of eating local and seasonal 
produce. (5 min.) 

4. Have students answer the reflection questions in their garden journals. (5 min.) 

Student Reflection Questions: 
1. Was this a difficult assignment for you?  Why or why not? 
2. Are there other environmental issues you feel passionate about?  What are 

they? What are your proposed solutions? 

Assessment Questions: 
1. What is a thesis statement? 

- A thesis is the central topic of a piece of writing.  It is a proposition stated or 
put forward for consideration, especially one to be discussed and proved or 
to be maintained against objections. 

2. When writing a persuasive argument, explain why it is important to include 
supporting evidence. 

- Supporting evidence provides the reader with concrete examples that back-
up your thesis statement. 
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Standards: 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.8.1 
Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.8.1.A 
Introduce claim(s), acknowledge and distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or 
opposing claims, and organize the reasons and evidence logically. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.8.1.B 
Support claim(s) with logical reasoning and relevant evidence, using accurate, 
credible sources and demonstrating an understanding of the topic or text. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.8.1.C 
Use words, phrases, and clauses to create cohesion and clarify the relationships 
among claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and evidence. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.8.1.D 
Establish and maintain a formal style. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.8.1.E 
Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the 
argument presented. 

Acknowledgements: 
“Western Monarchs at Risk.”  The Xerces Society for Invertebrate Conservation. 
http://www.xerces.org/wp-content/uploads/2011/03/western-monarchs-
factsheet.pdf
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http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/8/1/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/8/1/a/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/8/1/b/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/8/1/c/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/8/1/d/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/8/1/e/

