
Seeds to Plate Ancient History Grade 6

The Social Class Hierarchy in 
Ancient Egypt 

 
Overview:  
Students will learn about the daily lives of 
ancient Egyptians in every major social 
class.  Based on where they were in the 
social order, life varied greatly for Egyptians, 
including the food they ate.  Students will 
have the opportunity to act out roles of some 
of the social classes. 

Objectives: 
At the end of the lesson students will be able 
to:  

Describe the major roles and 
responsibilities of each social class. 
Hypothesize how we now know 
what jobs these classes had and what 
they ate. 
Identify what objects/clothes they 
would use/wear if they were in one of 
these social classes. 
Act out, in costume, one of the social 
class roles:  pharaoh, viziers 
(government officials), priest, scribe, 
artisan, farmer/peasant, slave. 

Preparation: 
  Prepare the following items for 

students: 
• sheets for people to wear (with ties/belts to hold them on) 
• necklaces/bracelets for the pharaoh to wear 
• parasol for a slave to hold over the pharaoh when s/he goes out into 

the garden 
• clipboards for viziers (government officials) who are writing down 

names of people and amount of taxes they owe the pharaoh 

 1

Materials: 
Items under the Preparation 
section 
Index Cards with names/
responsibilities of each social 
class 
Food listed under the 
Presentation Session 
Poster: Egypt’s Social Pyramid 

On the Board: 
Vocabulary 
Student Reflection Questions 

Suggested Snack: 
Dates, melons, bread and 
butter, and grape juice vs. 
bread, onions and cucumbers 

Other Resources: 
“Creating a Dramatization 
about the Daily Life of 
Egyptian Government 
Officials,” Student Handout 
9a in History Alive!, Teachers’ 
Curriculum Institute.
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• gauze and tape for the priests who were the embalmers 
• clipboards for scribes to write down how much food the farmers are 

producing and what the peasants and slaves are accomplishing as 
they build a pyramid 

• colored pencils and pieces of wood or stone for the artisans to draw 
things in the garden 

• shade hats for the farmers, peasants and slaves who are working 
outside 

Vocabulary: 
artisans (jeweler, 
leatherworker, painter, potter, 
etc. 
archeologist 
embalm 
pharaoh (the “king” who was 
thought to be a god) 
viziers (government officials to 
advise the pharaoh) 

scribes (kept government 
records of taxes paid) 
mummy 
pyramid 
social class hierarchy 
(reflected the pyramids they 
built) 

Learning Activities: 
1. Warm-Up Activity (5 min.) 

A. Tell students today we are going to learn about the social classes that 
existed in ancient Egypt.  Ask, “What do we mean by the term ‘social 
class’?”(a division of a society based on social and economic status)  Say, in 
ancient Egypt people were born into/inherited a social class and did not 
move out of it, i.e., people whose parents were peasants were destined to 
be peasants too. 

2. Presentation  (15 min.) 
A. Show students the poster“Egypt’s Social Class” and with their input 

describe the roles of each class.  Say that the pharaoh and viziers ate a 
wide range of foods:  goat, sheep, dates, figs, melons, many kinds of bread, 
butter, cheese, wine, etc.  Others ate a smaller range of foods and peasants 
ate:  bread, onions, fish and cucumbers primarily. 

3. Classroom Activity (15 min.) 
A. Say that now they are going to pretend that they are a member of one of 

these classes. 
B. Pass out index cards with different jobs listed (and with some descriptions 

on the back).   
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C. Students take the items (clothing and props) listed under the Preparation 
section above to use during their dramatization. Note: the priests will 
embalm [wrap with gauze & tape] some of the scribes. 

4. Snack (5 min.) 
A. Serve dates, melons, bread and butter, and grape juice vs. bread, onions 

and cucumbers. 

5. Reflection (5 min.) 
A. Have students answer the reflection questions in their garden journals. 

Student Reflection Questions: 
1. What role did you play?  Did you like playing it?   Why or why not? 
2. What role would you rather have played?  Why? 

Assessment Questions: 
1. Egyptian pharaohs: 

a. were like gods 
b. gathered the taxes 
c. were the embalmers 

2. Ancient Egyptians… 
a. could move between the various social classes 
b. remained in the same social class all their lives 
c. all ate the same kind of food 

Standards: 
CCSS - Integration of Knowledge and Ideas: 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.7 
Integrate visual information (e.g., in charts, graphs, photographs, videos, or 
maps) with other information in print and digital texts. 

CCSS - Craft and Structure: 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.4 
Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, 
including vocabulary specific to domains related to history/social studies. 
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